Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205810

April 8, 2004
The Honorable Orrin Hatch The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Bmlding 152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
‘Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairxnan and Senator Leahy:

We are writing to urge the Committes to request a 16.5 percent pay increase and a cost of
living adjustment for our federal bench in the FY 2005 Commerce Justice State Appropriations
bill.

Last year, the Senate Appropriations Committee recommended both a cost of living
adjustment and a 16.5 percent salary increase for federal judges; however, after the conference
on the Omnibus Appropriations Bill, federal judges received a mere 2.2 percent cost of living
increase.

As you are aware, in 1989, Congress linked the salaries of its own members to senjor
executives and federal judges. As aresult, federal judges did not receive cost of living increases
for several years in the 1990s. To prevent this problem from recurring, we urge you to seck to
repeal the annual Congressional authorization required for the judges to receive cost of living
adjustments. (Section 140 of Public Law 97-92)

The individuals chosen to serve on our federal bench make lifetime cornrnitments to
public service. However, the compensation for federal judges has diminished by 25 percent in
the past three decades. In order to continue to attract the “best of the best” salaries must be
raised.

Thank you for considering our request.

Sincerely,

HARRY REID LINDSE iGRAHAlVI

United States Senator United States Seniator



